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A. M. 2855, and 1180, 

C 0 before Chrift , Gerion* and i2 b _ - 

^ 4 ; more ^ earne d Greeks accompa- coming. 
® niec i the Conqueror Brutus , 
into this ifle ; — others, foon after, delighted with 


a In omni Gr a corum fapientia praflantiffimus , prafato Regi Bryto a 
confiliis erat : injlituit Principum filios in moribus & jcientiis : Graco 
fermone in facris utebatur . — He flourifhed A. M. 2840, before 
Chrift, 1130, as Bale fays, when Heli was the Jewilh High Prieft. 
Scrip. Brit. 1 . 1 - ch* 10. Pont. Virunnius in hift. Brit. 1 . 1. — IVood. 
bifl. Uni*?;, f. 3. edit, a J. Fell . Ep . & Unity. Oxon. anno 1674. 
b Milton Engl. hift. p. 11. among whom was Dares , a phyfician. 

A grete Gierke fi.e. Scholar) com nvitb him alfoe , * 

The tyjfjyche nsjas colly d Corineus tho ' Id. Bale, 1 . z. p. S. 

Contejiantib . plerifq . Cbronicis , &c. — From the teftimony of <very 
many anlient chronicles it is declared, that certain Greek philofo- 
phers attended King Brute and his Trojans, at his entrance into 
Albion, with triumph, A. fol. a B. fol. 1. b. C. fol. 1. b. &c. C.C. . 
. in D. fol. 1. a. in bib. Cotton. Id. in lib. iii Arch. Bodl. intitled, Di- 
tyerforum prityilegiorum, Jlatutorum & rerum memorabilium aim* Uni - 

njerfitatis Oxon . —Id. Fitzherbert Oxon . Acad . deferiptio edit . 

1602. Ut chronica docent , ipfi magna literatura viri a Gracia 

cum ipfo eorum Rege fupraditfo Bruto notyum locum , pro eorum habi - 
iauone, congruum eligebant . — In Hi/f. R. Angl. MSS . in bib . Cotton 
fub effigie Vefpafiani A . 12. 
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2 The History of the , 

a relation of the country/ came and feated them- 
felves with them, at a place, the mod agreeable 
and convenient, at that time , for ftudy, 

G^ckUdcT * n t ^ ie * r nat ivc or mother tongue d , 

Greekladcf See.-— a word made upon the 


“ The Hiftorie of the Univerfitie of Oxford feemeth to referre its 
** beginning to certaine Greeke phiiofophers that came into this 
•Liftand with Brute , and placed themfelves in a place not farre 
“ difiaunt from Oxforde ” Grafton Chron. anno 872. 

Velleius Paterculus affigns the reafon of the Greeks thus adven- 
turing into foreign countries, that they might difleminate learning 
to the rude Allnons j and what wife King would deny them fchools 
or a feminary for the ufeful purpofe ? And the King, who is repre- * 
fented wife and good, and uncommonly fkilled in the Greek learn- 
ing (preface to Bifhop Tanner de Scriptorib.) would not deny him- 
felf tl)e company of learned men to cor.verfe or advife with. — He 
pub lifted in Greek, ad Pandafium Reg. ep. j. ad Trojanorum Profu- 
gos ep plures\ lege fq. Eritannicas lib. .1. which Mr. Harding , in his 
Chron. ch. 14, affirms, were colIe£led from the Trojan cuftoms. id. 
Bale. 1 . 1. ch 8. 

c Perceiving the ifle to be not only the greateft in circuit, but 
alfo the molt plenteous of cverie thing neceftarie to man, the ayre 
moft whoiefome and temperate, the earth molt apt to bring forth all 
things that maye fuftevne the fleft of beeves and muttons moft fweet . 
and delicate, the wool moft fine, not lacking anie thing of metal!, 
having abundance of wood and timber to builde with ; Alfo gieat 
and fayr ryvers, with great lakes and meeres of freft water, and as 
well in them as the fea, wherebye the countrie is environed, there 
was great plenty of fifties of divers forts moft apt to be eaten.— They 
wonderinge and rejoycynge at their goode and fortunate arrival, &c. 
Grafton Chron. 4 part, p 33 — hut chiefly for its rivers and groves 
were they delighted with this fituation. — Propter amnium , pratorum 
& nemnrum a yaccntium am*nitatevi> cs fc. Id MSS. in Cotton. — Sic 
fiti Irttanlur lares. 

6 P atria Lingua. — Lctand in cygn. Cant, in voce Ifidis vadum. 

e The various names by which this place has been called, will 
not fuffer to afeertain its genuine or true derivation j but this appears 

by no means of a Greek original Grec . (Saxon) Greek (l.e.) 

their fituation, and Lade , (Celt.) on the confines of, or upon the 
river (Ifis) ; or from the Saxon Labe, profePlio , the coming of the 
Greeks hereto, Sax. Di£L a Manning. 

The above author, Mr. Leland, interprets his meaning of its 
name, by Greecke Lond and Greclond y (i. e ) thefe Greek's land or 
place where they call their firft lot, or ere&ed their primary ftudy or 
fichool, near the Bellefitum. de Reg. in Hearne , p. 1 1 . fo Oro/ur , 1 . 1 . on 
Dpecalonb, has the habitation or country of the Greeks. But 
Mr. Bullet deriving the name totally from the Celtic, a fpecies of 
the Greek language, forms this etymology of it : — GracheU^le, 
antiennement Greeklade , Bourgou ou Ife recoit trots ou quatre petites 

rivieres 


University of, Oxford. 3 

occalion ; vocabulo a re nato \ Id. Leland. — quod 
illic viri eximie dofti Gracam profiteremur linguam , — 
becatife thefe very learned men profeffed, and 
taught there the Greek tongue/ 

Others were feated at a place equally eligible 
for its wholefomenefs and conve- AndL a . 
niency , 8 near the other, hence called tin-Lade. 
Latin-Lade . This was deftined for a Latin fchool/ 
• Thefe two languages . comprehended the 


rivieres Grachel. en compaction. Monceau , tas (an heap or number) 
& ad riviere ; (i. e.) A city fituated on the river Ifis, receiving 
three or four rivers, or their branches. - Memoirs on Celt, language 
v- 3. 361.—— —In an old Saxon MS. treating of eftatos belonging 
to monafteries (the Saxons calling all places deftined to literature by 
this name) Greeklade , and Oxon are thus consolidated or incorpo- 
rated, T “co Dpecgelabe hypj> xiv hunb hiba xv hunt) hiba to 
O xnapojiba, 1400 hides belong to Greeklade, and 1500 hides to 
Oxenford ; which throws a great light, fays Mr. Wheloc, not. in 
Bede, 1. 4. ch. 2. to this very antient hi ft or y, and gives us reafon to 
fuppofe that Greeckelade and Oxon were originally the fame in their 
full extent, or but one place.— And the farms or eftates which be- 
longed to the Grackeladians, after their quitting the former place for 
the latter, were brought into one ftock, as their common patrimony. 
■—•In bib. Cotton, ad fin. Bcdae, p. 347. — It has been the opinion 
of many, that Greclad, Bellejitum, Lech lade, Ryd-ychen , were but io 

many terms fynonimous for Oxon. — Vid. authors in Terr. Fit - 

And all the old charts fpeakof Grceklad as contiguous, or adjoining 
to Oxford — Of Cripleit , alias in MSS. Graphlade, &c. q. a et 

*b yu, near Medley, half a mile from hence.-- Vid. in Hift. City Add 

to this, a general tradition has ever prevailed, that the old Univerfity 
ftood a little weft of St. Giles’s church, in the fuburbs of Oxon.-. 
Extra Portam. Boreal, ejufd. civit. Chron. Hyde MSS. Vid. Sc Hift. 

City —The Right Rev. Editor of Camden’s Britannia ex- 

plodes his and others opinion who make Creklade in Wilts tha. 
ifeat of our primitive learning. It is evidently another Word, and 
derived from a far different caufe. Brit, edit.- 1695, p. 258. n. 2. 
Nor is it, like the other, attended with, or feated on many rivers, 
or their branches ; but the Ifis plena petit alveo Crecoladum . — Leland 

Com. in Cygn. v. 9. The Hiftoriographer of Gloucefterftiire, 

Sir Robert Atkins, allb as much decries this notion.— Vid. his Hift. 
of Glouc. in Lee blade. 

f Primo addu&i funt cum Trojanis per Brutum Graeci philofophi, 
a quibus poftea locus eorum ftudiis deputatus Greeklade diccbatur, 
ex lib. Univ. Oxon. Leland coll. v. 4. 167. 

« A quo quidem loco (Greklade) non multum diftanu fitu, medici 
qui erant inter eos periti locum iis appropriarunt congruum & fitu 
falubrem, See. — Rofsin hift. R. Angl. 

h Latinelade , ubi olim fchola Latinorum, quae modo vocatur 
Lettbeladt juxta Oxoniam *— Fuerunt ante ifta tempora duo ftudia in 
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4 The History of the 

learning of the grcaieft parts of the then known 
world. At thefe they continued till a more fit or 
larg r place was afiigned them,- for collecting their 
fcaitered and increafing parties, in order for a 
more general feminary or Jludy .— By favour of the 
Founder, thefe philofophers were pitched upon 
to contrive and or er the fituation of the city. 1 

Removed No fooner was the new feat ereCted or 
to Bellofi- made fit for their reception, than they 
turn. repaired to it, as to a well laid out gar- 
den, calling it their Belle fitum y or fweet fitua- 
tion. k 


Anglia $ Unum de Latino , & aliud de Oraco ; quorum unum Graeci 
pofuerunt apud Greglade qui modo dicitur Ktrklade , & ibidem lin- 
guam Gracam pro tempore docuerunt. — Aliud vet o Latini pofuerunt 
apud Latindade , quae modo vocstur Lechlade juxta Oxoniam lin- 
gu im ibi larinam docentes. MSS. in bib. Cotton, fub effig. Tiberi. 
Mum. C. 13 edit, cum aljis Hift. Lond. 165*. 

This latter feminary of learning has probably loft its name and 
place, but by the terms, juxta Oxon. q. junSla (Ainfworth di£L in 
verb.) nigh , near to, or hard by. •— Non longe ab Oxonia.-— tr Not 
“ farr diftaunt from Oxenford,” and fuch like expreflions, it evi- 
dently implies this could not be meant of Lechlade in Wilts, above 
*4. miles diltant from hence, and more than an antient day’s journey. 

I He laid the foundation of that long-continued and learned 
Uoiverftty, now called Oxford, ift Caer-Mennit, (pro Memphric) 
— Peicy Endetbye Hift. Brit. ed. 1661. 

Sunt qui tradiderunt ortum nalcentis Academiae Oxonienfis ad 
proxitnum port evi£tam Trojam feculum ad Memphricium Regem Sc 
Auftorem poflfe referri Fitzberbert in Acad . defcript - - Leland , v. 9, 1 1 5. 

Walter de Burly , Fell. of Merton Coll. Oxon Tutor to Kin? Ed. 
III. and defervedly for his eminent learning (tiled profundus , (peak- 
ing of the healthy fituation of Oxfoid, and its fele&ion for the feat 
of the Mufes, Notanda , inquit , funt tria ; quod c'vvitas fana erit 9 
qua 'V erf us Boream Orientem plana efi & aperta y fef Aujlrum Occi- 

dent emq. *vt rfus m*ntofa y propter pur Hat cm Borae & Orientis y & 
propter putredinem Au(l. & occidentis ; ficut Oxonia qua per indujlriam 
philofophorum de Gracia fuerai ordinata. (i.e.) “ That an healthy city 
muft be open to the North and Eaft t and mountainous in the South 
and Weft, like as Oxford is feated, which was defigned and ordered 
by the philofophers that came from Greece.”-— In problem Ariftot. 
MSS. 65, in bib. Cotton fol. 12. — Id. Plot, nat Ant. Oxon. 331. 

Dr. Wilkins, fpeaking of the febool or Jludy aforementioned, fay*, 
Summa cum laude fua Jlorebat ufque ad regnum regis Mempbricii, 
nepotis Bruti Hie literatorum Mecaenas extruxit civitatem, Caer- 
Memre y a nomine fuo <vocatamy qua Oxonia hodie cluet . Pref. ad 
Tanner Scriptor. 

k The which philofophers, fays Grafton, being afterwards allured 

with 
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University of Oxford, 

Bellejitum te rite vacant Oxonia patres : 

Namque fitu helium , quid magis orbe tuo eft ? 

This may be called their ift general ftudy} 

In thefe early times the Univerfity was a little 
way, that is about a quarter of a mile diftant from 
the city,® the contrivers of it taking a pattern frbm 
their own country, for the Gymnafia among the 
Greeks were feparate from their cities, on account 
that they fliould not bury in cities ; it being pro- 
hibited by Solon's laws. And again by the Romans , 
at the promulgation of the 12 tables. They that 
affe<fted learning among the Britains affe&ed pri- 
vacy, delighted much in groves, which the Bellefi- 
tum or Oxford at that time particularly' abounded * 
with. — Vid. hift . City. 

Hither they transferred their ftudia or fchools , 
inftituting and intitling thefe their Aca- The 
demia^ n or Univerfity. Of the hall or Univerfity. 

* 

with the pleafaunt fituation of the place, removed from thence to 
the foil where Oxford now ftaundeth, and there taught the liberal 
fciences. — Chron. anno 871. 

Gracoladenfes taedio loci parum commodi adjeBos novas fedes qiuc- 
fiwjffi alleSlofq. pratorum asnnium amanitate , quibus bellojitum 
tanquam facundo vane ludentis natura borto cingebatur , eo commit 
graffe. Rots de Reg . . 

And again ;“ona large plain clofe to the walls of Oxford, called 
Beaumond', becaufe this comes neareft to the old name of the town, 
'viz. Bellofitum, therefore many think that the Univerfity of Greke- 
lade was tranflated in the time of the Britains to Beaumond, or Bel- 
lofite .”■■■ ■ And Leland fpeaking of Greclade fchools fays, “ The 
“ teachers at Greclade led by the pleafantnefs of the place, removed 
“ to Caleva (one of the names of Oxford.)” — Vid. Hijl. City, p. 8. 

1 Ubi primum fuit generate Jludium Britannia lib. Univ. — Leland 
coll. V. ,4. ,67. 

Crevit. ibi pofteris diebus nobile Jludium generate ab inclita 
Univerfitate deGrekelade derivattim, fituat. inter fiumina Thamifiae 
& Charvoelli ibi obviantia. — RofV. de Reg. 

‘ Philofophi do Greclade pier amnium , fratorum , & n "f norum 

* amcenit at em, Jludium fuum tranfulerunt a Greclade ad Bellcfttum 

* tunc vocatum j quern locum pojlea Saxones nosninabant Oxomam.'— 

E. lib. Univ. Leland, v 4, 167. 

m Vid. Hift. City, p. 253. 

n Mr. Camden obferves the places we now call Univerfities, were 
in former ages fitly called Studies j but the name of Univerfity for 
public fchools, firft obtained about the reign of King Henry III — 

Brit, in Dobuni . . ■ - But with Mr. Camden’s leave, the name* 

of Univerfities and Academies are much antienter. For v 
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6 The History of the * 

fchool liere, built by them for this occafion in St. 
Giles's parifli, norrh of St. John's college (of which 
are fome remains at prelent) called from hence. 
Aula Graca , Aula Greecoladenjium , &c . — See Hift . of 
the City, in St. Giles' s pari Jh. 

Near it was another hall of note at this time." 
With the above relations agree the following 
teftimonies : “ Prudent antiquity, as we may read 
<c in our annals, fays the great matter" of hiftory, 
46 did even in the Britijh age confecrate this place 
“ tothemufes; whom they tranflated hither from 
<c Greeklade to a more fertile nurfery.” 

“ We find it written in our chronicles that this 
city was, in the time of the Britains the ift inha- 


the former, it is aflerted by many, firft received their name from the 
Univerfality of the Sciences there taught, or ab unfaerjis fcbolaribus , 
all the fcholars there refident.— Of this opinion is Erafmus, among 

others. -In 842, and 848* the Popes Martin and Leo diftinguifhed 

Oxford by this name ; and there is now extant a deed made in Ri- 
chard I. reign, between R. Sewy, citizen of Oxford, and the Priory 
of St. Fridifwcde, touching a certain tenement in Oxford, wherein 
is made mention of the publick feal of the University, with this 
infeription on it s Sigillum Cancellarii & Unfair fit atis Oxonienfis .— 
Of another between the Univerfity of St. Frid, 3d King John, to 
which alfo the fame feal was affixed ; — irrefragable proofs that Ox- 
ford was honoured with the title of Unfaerfity long before the fore- 
going epoch of time. But the word Unfaerfity at firft might not 
fo much fignify the place of ftudy, as the focietv of ftudents therein 
placed, in which fenfethe lawyers ufe it to this day. 

Academy received its name originally from Academia , a feat or 
place near Athens, built by Cadmus the Phoenician, as fome fay.— 
Others derive it from Academus , who founded a fchool near Atbens 9 
hence called Academia, and his fcholars Acadtmicks. Here alfo 
Plato’s difciples were called Academicks j and Cicero is faid to have 
built a Houfe at Puteoli , which he called Academia, by way of 
allufion to a college of that name, at Athens. Here he compiled his 

Quafliones Acadetnica. Account of fome antiquities, Leland Itn. 

V. 2 142. 

n Florenfe Britannia nominis gloria , duae fcholae cum eloquentia 
turn erudiitone pollcntcs, quorum utraque fita in ipfis ripis Ifidis Jluvii 
famofiflmi. Leiand apud Balleum. Id. Wood, f. 4. 

• Camden Brit, in Corn. Oxon. 
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bitants of this ifland, confecrated unto the 

Mures’.” * 

4 4 It i6 very evident, from artiient writings, 
that in the earlieft times of the Britains y Oxford 
city was confecrated to the Mufes« q,> 

The fame, in his epiftle dedicatory/ after fpeak- 
ing of Athens , inde ad Britannos AthcHarum <emula 
.derivata Oxonia . 

• Leland fays, “ there were in the times of tpe 
Britains , at Ifis Ihore, called Ryd-ychen, Greek and 

Latin fchools • 

Again, “ I have read in fome writers of won- 
derful antiquity, that the Latin and Greek fchools 
flouriihed greatly at Oxenforde in the times of the 
Britains .” 1 

44 Chronicles and hiftories aflure us, (fays the 
44 above learned hiftorian, Camden ) feveral places 
; 4< in- different parts of the world have been fa- 
44 mous for the ftudies of arts and fciences.-^— But 
44 of all fuch places of Jludy , Oxford appears to 
44 be of the mod antient foundation.” u 

4t Sua fundationis infinuant hijlori a Britannicce per- 
antique”" Very ancient Britifh Hiftories recount 
and fpeak of her foundation. 

What need we of further witneffes ? The many 
. , Greet i words ingroffed in our language plainly (hew 
the footfteps of thefe philofophers gone before 
us. So the MSS. in Cotton as before, “Hi phi- 
lofopbi qui Gr<eci fuerunt ufque in pr<efentem diem (fuafi 

fui veftigium reliquerunt” A learned author, Sir 

J. Price y has obferved the evidence of their 


P Selden's Coll, in Bodl. 40 R. ti. In a book entitled, A brief 
account of all the Univerfitics in Europe. 

q Mil. Windfore in Acad. Oxon. ' 

r In Acad. Europ. 

$ In annor. marg. in Polydor. 

t Aflert. Ant. Oxon. ed. cum lib. de Acad. Cantab. 1574. 
u Cambden in Dobuni MSS. in bib. Cotton, ut prins. 
w Id. lib. Procur. in arch. Bodl. 
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having been once very conVerfant in this ifland 
from their language, cuftoms, manners, habits, 
&c. which were continued even to Julius 
Ceefar’s days, and are not as yet utterly rooted out 
from among us. The foorfteps, he continues, of 
the Greek language, is evidently feen, not only in 
particular Eritijh words which agree in found and 
fenfe, but in the nature and idiom of the two lan- 
guages Of this fully fee Sir J. Price's Hijl . — 

Sarnme's Hijl. and others . 

Form of And they had in thefe early times their 
Difcipline. j orm 0 f Academic difcipline. 

Thefe philofophers* (fuch of them as were 
divines, called Druids) became very learned Pre- 
ceptors and Tutors to the youth/ 

The youth met together in great numbers from 
all quarters, in order for Jtudy and difcipline , fent by 
their parents or relations.* 

For a degree, or completion of their ftudies in 
divinity, the ftudents fliould continue their ledtures 
full 20 years,* (more than is now neceflary for a 
Doftor’s degree.) 

Of Aftronomy, Cofmography, Geometry, Meta- 


x In their management of religious affairs, they committed none 
of them to public writing, a cuftom favouring much of the antient 
Greeks. 

They delivered their mifteries by the fecret Cabala (a fpecies of 
Jew worfhip, defcendecl from Pythagoras, who had imbibed this 
notion from the Jews) and to the days of Caefar they continued to 
lock their religion from the vulgar, or others than themfelves. . 

Their publick records were preferved in Greek chara&ers. No 
one was fuffered to take or write any thing from, except memoriter. 
•—This was alfo a Greek fafhion 

y Cum igitur fludio literarum adeo illuftres evafere Druidae , 
maxime confentaneum videtur penes bos fapientiae magijiros tit af- 
pellat Mela , juventutis erudiendae jus ac privilegium fuife , ad bos fa - 
rentes jxlios fuos avide obleclabant , ut difeiplinae fe veriorts exerciiio 
fubatti , quo melius vita dirigatur , inde difeant.— Smyth Synt. de Druid, 
p. 60.— Pref to Bp. Tanner i'criptor. p. 4, 
z Caefar de Bell. Gall. i. 6. ch. 6« 

. • Id. Cxfar. 
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phy Ticks, and Phifiology > alfo of Ethicks, Law, 
and Divinity, were learned* matters and teachers. 
In thefe they held deputations ; in thefe they 
lectured the youth committed to their truft. — Dif- 
putant Es? tradunt juventuti, are the words of C<efar. 

Though Cafar, in referring the Gauls to Eng- 
land for difeipline and arts , does not particularize 
where , or in what part of England this prime feat 
of learning was, yet the ttate of our philofophers 
and matters here are reprefented by him much as 
they are in general at prefent. b 

But who will fay Cafar was not here himfelf, 

and vifited or faw the Study or School ?• ct C<efaf 

.patted over the $ amife about Lualenjapopb — 
Wallingford \) ten miles from Oxford ; — “ and he 
faugh t after about Cyrenceafler , (now called Ciceaf- 
ter ) — his rout thus leading through or near Oxford.* 
Nor were thefe afts of a private nature, but of 
‘a publick and general inftitution as now in our 
Univerfities. — And fo great was-their fame in 
learning and difeipline , that foreigners, efpecially 
numbers of youths from Gaul , to be matters or 
adepts in thefe fciences, travelled hither, as to the 
* moft learned feminary, for education. d 

And that the fchools or colleges fliould not be 
hindered in their ftudies, it was a privilege par- 
ticularly indulged them by the King, not to be 
called off to the wars, to pay no tax, and to enjoy 
all manner of immunities this or other Univerfities 
ever enjoyed.* 


* a Id. 1 . 6. ch, 6. — Id. Samme's Hift.— — Toland on the Druids. 
h Wood. f. 2. 

« Owte of an old Saxon booke, caul! id of fumme the Old Eng- 
lifch Hiftorie, p. 194.. — • Leland’s Coll. V. 4, 122. Bp. ICennet s 
Par. Ant. p. 3, 4, 5, & alii. 

d Csefar, ut prius, ch. 6 }• and Smith as befoie. 

• C*far ut prius. 

C-.efar 
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Cafar mentions an adminiftration of publick 
affairs, — a parliament that fat as now, — a nobility 
—in fhort, a well-formed government— which im- 
plies a neceffity of fchools, and an academy or 
academies to perfect or complete the fcholars for 
the fenate, bar, or other fuperior offices of life. 

That thefe, as other nations of the Greeks , had 
their Gymnafia , or publick fchools, is without 

doubt. So Pythagoras , Socrates , Plato , and 

others, opened fchools to inftrudt their country- 
men. — They had not, as I can find, publick fala- 
ries, but their merit and excellency in the liberal 
arts was the means to procure them fame and ad- 
vancement/ 

The chief end of an Univerfity certainly was 
to qualify men for civil and religious life, with- 
out which they would differ little from brutes. 
And though one defign of erefting an 'Univerfity 
or publick fchools , was to fit them for the worfhip 
of idols thefe ends, however diverfified in the 
objeft, were the fame in fadt that Chrijlians aimed 
at in fetting up theirs ( /. e.) for the improvement 
of religion and learning. 8 

Not to forget the ufe of the academick 
res# drefs in thefe primitive times. 

Bale^ in his account of Kenfigern , a Britain , 560 
years and more before Chrijl, and member of 
this Univerfity, fpeaks of him thus habitcd, h 
Melote * ex caprinis pelhbus & cuculla* ftrifta candida- 
te conte fins Jlola. 1 


* Webfter in acad. ed. 16 <4.. 
t Id; ** 

b Script, c. 1. 56. 

1 A o*vis called alfo Capa& Cuculla.— Id. Bale. 

k Ex Cougoul, Celt, or Britifh. 

1 Pliny mentions Candida Toga, an emblem of peace and tfhidy 
vndifturbed. — - Ainfworth di£l. in Toga. — - They wore then 
white linnen furplices, Stukeley itin. V. 1, 4, 5. 

And 
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And J . Wolf writes, in veftitu veteres ufi fuerunt 
cuculla , tunica, £s? fcapulare. m — Each whereof Mr. 
Wood fays, were forms of habits with our moft 
antient Academicks. ® 

The Tunic reached to the knees, or a little 
lower, was plaited on the flioulders, not unlike 
the Taberdors gown, the proper veftment ef 
fcholars, called Veftis propria clerorum . • ' 

But the principal, or to be particularized from 
the reft, were the Toga, a Gratis ™£.p P o<, * 
a to cover, called alfo T oga Graca- * wn ’ 

nica, and faid to be derived from the Pelafgians or 
moft antient Grecians of this Univerfity. This 
was part of our old drefs, and made originally 
with ioofe fleeves,^ not unlike that in after ages 
ufed by the Benedictine order. 

And the Pileus , a or cap, was no 
ftrange thing to our Grecian or Britijb ap * 
ftudents/ — In the eariieft times the lquare cap was 
in fafhion ; but long after the Do&ors wore the 
round. Solum Dctiores in tbeologia utebantur rotun- 
dis filets quando pradicarunt populo , &c. — Hence 
from the oldeft records, <c Debent omnes Theologi 
Decretifta , Medici , £s? Logifta in congregationibus , in- 
ceptionibus , refumptionibus , in fuispileis inter effe *, omnes 
etiam legijlas ibidem effe fine T enis teneri aflimamus . 
With regard to this word T enis, arifes another 
.ftatute, Quod nullus Baccalaureus legens, vel opponent 
vel refpondens publice utatur T ena vel Birreto. • 

The former of thefe, Vitta, had an edging 
of lace or ribands of different colours about it. 


In lib. left. ch. 6. , ' 

n Hift. f. 26 , 

• Hon. Ang. ch. 233, Du Frefne. 

P Hoffman’s dift. 

* Wood. hift. 

r Hefian. in op. Di. Arift, 1. S. de Gen. Anim. ch. 5. Plato, 1. 3. 
-de^cpuU. 
s C. fol. 63. 

which v 
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which being affixed to their caps, appeared ridi- 
culous. A celebrated author makes it to fignify 
much as a coif. * 

The latter from ’/%<>?» a garment here in wear, 
and. derived from the Greeks , admits of many 
interpretations. — The moft general voice will have 
it to be a mean or fordid habit, unbecoming the 
quality or condition of ftudents.“ 

And they wore hoods , the moft antient 

0 ’ whereof hung behind on the back, fewed 
or tied to the gown, and, on occafion being raifed, 
covered the head, much as a capuchin, whence 
called Cappa, and the wearers Cappers, Caper- 
hurrers, &c. which capa was ufed for Epomis , an 
old term for a Graduate’s hood in a certain book 
of ftatutes, u that every Inceptor in arts, juris- 
prudence, or theology, reading publickly, (hould 
appear in hi^ pallium vel capa claufa ,” (i.e.) in his 
gown and hood. So Geoff, of London , fpeaking of 
the capam claufam , fays, In Jludio femper agens. w 

The Epomis, as before, was in very 

antient time lined with the fkin of beads, or as 
now, with lambfkins hanging round the neck, and 
falling upon, and covering the greateft part of the 
back *, called by Erafmus , capitium magijlerii. x 

• And the Jhort boot which the Matters 

wore at taking of degrees/ fpoke of in 
the antienteft records, as derived from the Greeks , 
was a cuftom which prevailed here till the infti- 
tution of Doftorate of Theology and Civil Law. 
— Which happening, the Matters chofe for them- 
felves/ in their (lead, flippers : thefe they ufed in 

t DuFrefne glofs.— Spelman’s glofs. 

u Id. glofs. 

w Apud Mabil. Tom. 3. Analeft. p. 357. 

x Da Frefne glofs. in verb. 

y In traft. de prerog. ord. mon. — MSS. in bib. Cotton. 

z B. 55. b. in Arch. Univ. called afterwards Sloppyg &Pynfons. 
Sandalia. Pincernas. Calceos, Liripipiatos Solutaria. 

their 
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their time of inception during the aft feafon, till an 
order of convocation exempted them from it. — 
But the modem Inceptors in the time of the aft » 
made ufe of them till the day after the aft, when ' 
being admitted to regency, they by difpenfation 
left it off. , 

Nor were there wanting famous authors in the 
earlieft times. 

In 3070, temp. King Rudibras , (hone Aquila Sep - 
tonius , moft eminent in aftronomy and poetry.— 
He publiflied, Propbetiarum fuarum, lib . 1. — Arbor 
fterilis aVrunco .* . 

K. Bladud , who had ftudied many years at 
Athens , a fcholar of Pythagoras , brought with him 
from thence four eminent philofophers alfo to 
inftruft the Britains in all liberal fciences after the 
manner of Oxford , then prior in credit,* afiign- 
ing them Stamford in Lincolnjhire for their ftudy 
or Univerftty . So Mr. Harding : 

Staumford he made, fo caHyd to thys daye. 

In whych he made a Univerfite 5 
His noble clerks, as Merlin doth fey. 

Had fcholers fele of great habilite, 

Studieng over all allwey in unite. 

In all the feven liberal fcience 

For to purchefe wifdom and fapience. c 

Which continued till St. Auftin's time, by whofe 
fuggeftion Pope Gregory interdifted it for its 
herefies. d 

Portions Virunnus fpeaks pofitively that the Bri- 
tains in the early ages before Cbrift were very fond 

« Bale. C. 1. p. 10. 

* J. Rowfe de acad. Leland. V. 4. 180. 
c Id. & Peck in Stamford. 6 chron. 
d Rofs. d$ Reg. id. Hearne, p. 21. 

of 
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of literature ; and that the ifle had been famed for 
bright fcholars as well in Greek as Latin. x 

And Pliny , Britannia injula clara Greets noftrif- 
que monumentis. y 

Leland 44 had been confidering and expendinge 
with himfelf, how great a numbre of excellente 
goodly wyttes and wrirers lernid with the befle, as 
the tymes fervid, had been in this your region at 
fuche tymes as the Romayne Emperours had recourfe 
to it z .” 

Of the very learned authors and men to the 
time of Julius Cefar^ See Bale , as before.* 

Sir J. Price fays, 44 as there were no times or 
ages in which were not found learned fcholars of 
the Britains , fo there was no kind of dodfcrine 
but they had the Principia and Canons of it*.”— 
Whence Dr. Stukely calls them, and proves them 
to be, a great and learned people.*— 

Before the Roman time this had been called 
the Literata* the learned city.® The mod cele- 
brated Athens , Inclytum Oxonium , — The Theatre 
and Emporium of all Sciences, — The Seat of 
the Mufes, f — The Fountain of Learning ; with 
other fuch like honourable terms. 

But in the Roman times, before the conqueft 
of this ifle by Claudius , A. D. 84, this city was 
miferably burnt, 8 and the univerfity funk and. 
perilhcd with it. 


x In Hift. Brit. 1. 1. p. 2. 
y Nat. Hift. 1. 4. ch. 16. 
a New Year's Gift, V. 1. 
a Hift. Brit. 
b Hift. Brit. Defenf. 

* Itin. V. 1. 38, 49, 76. Id. Wood fully, p. 

* Winfor. p. 31. 

* Baxter's Giofs. p. 19. 
f Twyne, 114. 

t Hift. City. 

1 V ‘ , 

Gildas 

Ik'. 


S' ... 
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Gildas complained in his time, he could not' 
write or inform his pofterity, from Britifh books, 
or that treated of his country, of particulars as 
he could wifh, for they were all burnt, or carried J 
away by exiles to Armorica in Gaul. None then 
appeared, or were to be found. 8 

This could not fail to bring on the place great 
ignorance, and in general a barbarifm of language. 

Martial , in his 55th Epigram, 1 . 4. exhibits 
the Britains deeply immeried or funk in rufticity. 
5 Tis by comparifort, — enumerating many inftances 
of rude, rough and horrid places, he concludes : 
H<ec tam rnjlica , delicate letter. 

Rides nomina , rideas licebit ; 

Hac tam ruftica malo , quam Britannos. 

The Saxons, after their entry into this country, 
circa A. D. 448, and during their ftruggling for 
the government of it, are faid to have affe&ed 
our univerfity with great hurt. h 44 How could it be 
otherwife, fays an ancient author, under a cruel, . 
barbarous and unchriftian people ?” and breaks 
out, “ Where is now the glory of the old Bellefite 
Academy, when fcarce -the fh ado w of its name 
appears in a very few ancient Writers * ?” 

He fays further, 44 they endeavoured always to 
extinguilh the natives, that the honour of the 
univerfity fell off, and by degrees came to no- 
thing ; after the defeat and driving of Cereticus 
beyond the Severn , and when the Saxons poffefTed 
all the inland part of Britain. 

And Grafton , 44 there remayneth (fays he) no 
aunciente hiftorie, — the old Britons bookes beynge 
all deftroyed by the Saxons, who endeuored them- 
felues utterlye to extinft the honorable renoune 


8 Leland Coll. V. 3. 67. 
h David Landavenfis. 

4 Id. & Milton Hift. Engl. 

with 
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with the name of the Britons, lyke as the Gothes 
dealt with the Romaynes ; alfo the part of Titus 
Livius , where the conqueft of Briteyn is remem- 
bered ; and dyuerfe other noble writers, that wrote 
{peciallye of this countrye, are utterlye peri(hed. ,,i 

It muft be fuppofed to be fome how eredted 
before the Saxons came in full and quiet pofiefiion 
of it ; for they changed its name, and preferred 
it again for a place of ftudy , or their univcrfity. 

Populus Saxon: cus Oxenefordiam nominavit , in 
locum Studii pra-elegit. k 

St. German , Temp. R . Vortigern , called an A- 
' poftle of the Britains y was bifhop of Auxerre. 
He vifited Oxford in 429, to oppofe the herefy of 
the Pelagians and Celejiins , which then prevailed 
here and in thefe parts ; in which he was very 
fuccefsful, and died 448. 1 

Merlin (Ambrofe) lived A. D. 480, Temp. R. 
Vortigern y born at Carmarthen , Wales. He pro- 
phefied, according to the fafhion of the times, 
Viguit ad Vada bourn Sapienlia , , tempore fuo ad 
Hibernia partes tranjitura y i. e. The ftudy of learn- 
ing flourifiied in his time, at Oxenford. And his 
foretelling, the Oxonians running of to Stamford , 
Anno 1334, 7 Ed. III. 

Do dir in a Studium quod nunc viget ad vada bourn 

Tempore venturo celebrabitur ad Vada Saxi. 

That ftudious throng which Oxenforde doth 
cherifhe. 

In time to come the Stony -Ford fhall nouriftie. 
happened literally true. ra 

Tebienfis Helias y a Britain and prime poet, flou- 
rilhed about 540. He wrote many books in the 


i Chron. 4 part. p. 54. 
k Lib. Univ. in Arch. Bodl. 

1 Bale Script. 

m Peck in Standford, p. 9. 1 . 11 
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Britifh and Latin tongue. In a treatife, intitled 
Marines Talifejfen , or, the Hiftory of Thalia [Jen y he . 
drops this expreffion : 

Mi a deythym yma at weddillkicn Troia , — ct I am 
come hither a^ain to the relifts of Troy".” 

Melkin , alias Mvin , a Britain, flouriihed here 
in 550, By Bale , 560, was an excellent aftronomer 
and geometr cian. — He publifhed three books. 

1. de Rebus Britannicis. 

2. Arthuri Menfa rotunda . 

: 3. Antiquit at e; fua Gent is, 0 

Kertigern , a Britain, flouriflied in 560 ; re- . 
ceived his education here under Servanus Sccrtus , 
his praeceptor or tutor. He irnde many excellent 
fcholars •, fome of whom he fent to the Orcades y 
others to Norway , for their further inftruftion 
in the Go r pel. Three hundred and fixty-five 
learned fcholars he retained in his college of Eli, 
and had near as many whom he configned for 
other purpofes. p 

He publilhed many things/ 1 

Sampfony born in Glamorganjhirey was his co- 
temporary here/ He was very eminently learn- 
ed, — refident for fome time at St. Davids , the 
feat of the Bifhops there.* — After, was elefted 
Archbifhop of York, where he died. He wrote 
De Patientia in AdverfiSy Ep. 1 . and many other 
Things. 


n Lewis Hift. Brit. Id. Sammes. 

. o Wood Hift. f. 11. 
p Id. and Bale C. I. 
q Id Wood. f. 57. Bale c. I. 54.. 
r Bale c. 1. 59. Twyne 1 . 2. 122. 

s In this church were preferved certain verfes, compofed by the 
Greeks in the early ages, averting the reafon of their original 
coming here,* beginning thus, 

Pojlquam Pallas burnt furtens proftrawit Athenas 

CracolaAnfes Accolae rifae Ifiacae confer want, Nefcio quos 'verficulos 
obfruros in Fano Samp/onis, banc originem ajferentes . . Leland 

Com. in Cygn, & Twyne 1 . a. 12a. 

c 
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It is by fome faid, he founded here the Hall, 
called after his name, Aula Sampfonis , in St. Ed- 
ward's parifh, within the city walls. Others have 
doubted, if this fo well comports with the uni- 
verfity, that was then in St. Giles's parilh. 

GildaSy faid to be the firft writer extant in our 
nation, born in Wales, A. D. 493, the fame year 
as himfelf fays, when Aurelius Ambroftus, king of 
Britain, got a glorious triumph over the Saxons 
at Bathy — flourilhed circa A. D 580, flrnamed the 
JVife\ — fpent a good part of his time at Oxford / 
afterwards was a Monk of Bangor , and died 570. 
— Difclaimed to write the gefts of worthy men, 
but expofed the vices of the wicked. — He wrote 


De excidio Britannia , 
In fui T emporis Clerum y 
Condones mordenteSy 
Hiftoriam quandam, 

De Immortalitate y 
Gefia Britonumy 
And fome others. 








Lib. 


1 

1 

1 

1 



Nenniusy a Briton born, and pupil of Elvedug and 
Beulasty flourilhed here in 620 5 was after a Monk 
of Bangor .* — He wrote 


De orig. Britannorumy 
De urbibus eorundemy 
Eulogium Britannia y 
Apologiam quandam, 
Cofmogragh . Hijl. Mundi. 
Additiones Gild^y 



LI 


Theodore, born at Tharfis in Ciliday was a flu- 
dent and tutor here. 1 He was of the Gr<echalade - 
bally or Greek-bally* circa 628; and afterwards. 


r Afler. Men. Wood. f. to, it. 

$ Lewis Hid. 193. Wood Hid. p. »i. 

t Twyne Ap. 1 . 2. Sect. 8. Wood f. 6. This appears the more 
certain, in that Bede and J. de Beverley, always reputed of this Uni- 
verfity, were his fcholars. u Bale c. 1. 72. 

thi* 
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becoming Archbifliop of Canterbury , repaired it, 0 
and introduced herein certain Greeks fiom his 
own country, — was tutor to the famous Bede, 
y. de Beverley , Tobias Bifhop of Rcchejler , Albinus 
Abbot of St. Auguftiris, Cant.'*' — At this time was 
ereded an excellent Library, wherein were re- 
pofited a vaft number of valuable books by this 
prelate.* 

John de Beverley , born at HarpbamJ a fcholar 
of Tbeodorus as before, was a (ludent and mafter 
of this univerfity. — Tutor to Bede Vuilfrid, jun. 
Ber Union , Aodenus , Herebold , Siggas , with feveral 
others. He was made bifhop of Haugurftalden , 
A. D. 686, and after archbifhop of 2 ork; which 
high office he refigned in 718, to retire to Be- 
verley, where he died May 7, 721.* 

By an infeription in Univerfity college he is 
(tiled Socius ijlius Contubernii , — An argument that 
he w.:s tutor or fellow before Alfred .* The Monk 
of Beverley reprefents him as the firft mafter of 
the liberal arts in Oxford , San ft. Job. de Beverlaco, 
primus in artibus magijler apud Oxonienfes , i. e. 
The firft upon record. And his pidure in the 
library at Salijbury had this infeription, fanftus 
Joanes de Beverlaco fuit primus . magijler artium 
liber alium in Oxonia. h Another authority calls him 
the firft Dodor in Oxford , c — 

u Rejlitutor tantum accejferit iis fcholis , quae multo anlea Graecorum 
Pbilofophorum do fir inis aniiqutffimis Brytonum temporibus Graecodalen- 
fium Scholar um appellation! s rationem confecutae furtt . Twy ne 1 . 2 . 1 1 6 . 
Id. Life of Alfred p. 145. And Leland MSS. in Bodl. N. E. F. 28. 

w Parker de Ant. Eccl Brit. Godwin de Ep. Id. Burton Gr. 
Ling. Hift. p. 52. 

x Selden Life of Alfred, p. 145. Wood Hift. f* 6. 
y Leland Coll. V. 4. 100. 

z Bale c. 1. 90. Alphred Chron. Twyne 1 . 2. 171. Wood 
Hift. f. it . 
a Id. Wood. 

b Id. But Twyne calls this a miftake, — . Gildas, Nennius, and 
Others, were Matters before him. Ap. 1 . 2. f. 170. 

c S. Johnes. primus Do&or. Theolog. in Oxonia, Leland Coll. 
V. 4. xoo. Ex lib. de Vit. St. Johnis. Arch. Ep. Ebor. 

C 2 He 
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He wrote fro Luca exponcndo , 1 . i. 

Homehas Evangeliorum, 1 . i. 

Ad Hildam ep. pluses. 

Ad Hereboldum Difcipulum , ep. i. 

Ad Audoennm & Bertinum , ep, 2 . 

Bede , born 676, ' firnamed the Venerable , ef- 
teemed the greated fcholar of the age, was a 
pupil here of Theodore and J. de Beverley , and 
died at Glafjenbury d 734, Ait. 90/ 7 Cal. Jun. 
on Afcenfion-Day, 762.® 

Cambridge claims him for their member; but- 
their right is difproved by nothing lefs than an 
edi6t or law of parliament, 7 R. II. — but of this 
further under that year. 

He publifhed three volumes in folio, confiding 
of feventy-eight books. 

Flaccus Albinus , called Alcuin , born in Yorkjhtre y 
as fome will, others that he was born near London , 
Tanner Script, was pupil to Bede.* He flourished 
in 780, — -was praeceptor to Charles the Great in 
793, and fird inftitutor of th z.PariJian academy. 

He publifhed above one hundred books on 
religious Subjects. 2 

Kenelm , or Kenulph , King of Mercia , Suffering 
martyrdom 821, had requeded of the Pope of 
Rome , that the Scholars of IVynchcmb Abbey 
fhould be referred ro the general Jiudyin % place or 
JJniverfity *, which Mr. lVood> whh good reafons, 
interprets to be Oxfords 

King Alfredy circa 869, * refrefhed or gave new 
life to this Univerfity, which by the fatality of wars 
had been Sinking, and now almofl expiring — So . 

Cambden. The pious King AElfred reflored the 

MuS.s, who had Suffered a long Exile, to their 
former Habitation. — Bril . in Dobuni . 

6 Mon Ang! 1 . 4. 

9 Bale C ch. a 97. Tanner de Script, n. t. 

* Bale C 2. 210. Wood Hift. 11. Twyne Ap. 1 . 2. § 178. 

f Se« Tanner Script, n a. in Albinus. h Fol. 13. ' 

1 Annals Winton. 8 66 . Id. Twyne Acad. f. 185. — Varient quart - 
tumlibet author es de antiquitate , dum alii originem deducant ab anno 856 

‘vel 
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He built three colleges or halls. i — The ift f<,r 
grammar. — This flood in the High-ftreet of the 
city, on the fouth fide, near the Eaft-gate, and 2 6 
grammarians were maintained in it. — Becaufe it 
was inftituted for the loweft of the fciences, he 
called it Parva Univerfitatis Aula y or the little llall of 
theUniverfity . So it was called, and was of Note in 
Mr. Rofs' s time, i486. — Wood , f 13. Id. Refs de 
R. Alfred. 

The 2d he ere< 5 ted and endowed for 26 fcholars 
in logick and philufophy, to which he gave 
the name of Aula minor Univerfitatis , the lejjer 
Hall of the Univerfity. — It flood a little north- 
weft of the other, within the city, in what was 
after called th z School-fireet, forming at prefent the 
fouth fite of Brazen- Nofe Coll. — This was for Lo- 
gick, Mufick, Arithmetick, Geometry, Aftronomy. 

The third flood a little to the weft of the ift, 
in the High fir eet, and forms the fite, and is part 
of Univerfity Coll, great quadrangle, and was by 

*vel 873, aut 895, inter ea admonitos •volo de rejlauratione, non 
originally ut <verbo u!ar t inftitutione cogitent. MiJ. Windfor p. 30. 

Studium de G reclad tranjlatum Bellejitum furore faganorum cejfa*vit , 
tandcmque per Alureaum reparatum Juit. Leland, Itin. vid. Annal. 
V. 4.. 167. 

The rcafon of the King, given by J Spelman, for fixing upon 
Oxford for his feat of learning, difeovers a great deal of partiality ; 
if he had not had a particular refpeil to the Univerfity built here before j 
Wantage, the place of his birth, Abington or Dorcheller, conlider- 
able towns alfo, and either of them as convenient as Oxford for a 
conflux of people to replant the borders of his kingdom of Mercia, 
would have been as convenient to him ; or, if he had a regard to 
the fecurity of his kingdom from the incurfions of the Northum- 
brian, and Eaft angle Danes, Warwick, Northampton, Bedford, 
and other Towns, would have fuited better, as fituated near the 
heart of the ifland. But why Oxford preferred above all thefe ? but that 
learning had long flourilhed here before, and obtained a great n^me 
on that account. — And though the place at this time was delerted 
by its (Indents, by the cruelty of the Danes, vet here were inns, 
fchools, churches, and all things elfe that might eafily and quickly 
be made fit for their reception again. Vit. Alfred. Wood 1 . 1. 
f. 8. and 13. Plot Nat. Hifl. Oxf. ch. 10. 30. 

1 Some doubt if Alfred inllituted more than one building, called 
his college, which he repaired and difpofed into three clafles, — 
Theology, Philofophy, and Grammar, &c. — Twyne —But this 
opinion is very rarely adopted. 

C 3 hin*' 
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him called “ the great Hall of the Univerfity,** 
Aula magna Univerjitatis. — Here was provifion for 
2 6 itudenrs in divinity only. 

The firft Profefifors in Divinity were St. Neot , 
(tiled, (by Annal Winton) D.D. and Grimbald y the 
Chancellor, and a Doftor of Oxford , as he was 
of the Parifian academy. — Tuyne Afol. /. 185. 

In Logick, Mufick, Arithmetick, the ift 
Reader was, John Erigena , of whom anon. . 

In Geometry and Aftronomy, John y a Welch - 
man, and Monk of St. David’s . 1 (He is often 
confounded for J . Erigena.) 

And many more halls deftined for the like and 
other purpofes of learning were in a very few years 
after builr, much fuperior to the above, by the 
nobles, after the King’s example, the Oxford 
citizens, their neighbours, and others.® 

Particularly ten fchools or halls were then 
eredted, feven for liberal arts, and three dedicated 
to philofophy, on all which were infcriptions, 
omitted in later buildings." 

Mr .Cambden tells us, “ that becaufe of the fre- 
quent definition of the cities that followed in the 
Saxon times, Oxford was for a long time famous 
for nothing but St. Fridif wide’s reiiques, Alfred 
reftored to the banilhed Mufes their own fear 
again. — “ That learning in this King’s reign was 
funk to a very low ebb, there being not any that 
could read Englifh on the fouth fide of the Humber , 
or a prieft that could tranflate Latin into Englijh.— 
And that ignorance in his fubjefts obliged the 
King to call in foreigners for their inftru&ion 
But thefe accounts fee m much too exaggerated, 
and are hardly pofilble, from the number of books 

V After many Years fpent at Oxford , he was preferred to the 
Abbey of Atbelney, Wood f. 16. , 

in Leland. MSS. Itin. V. 4. 167. Id. Rofs. de R. Alfr. Wood f. 7. 
n Fitzherbert Defcript. Oxon.— - Leland. Itin. V. 9. 1x1. 
o JJnt- in Dobuni. 

publiftied. 
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publilhed, and the learned men of publick cha- • 
raders mentioned by authors, Bale y T anner , 
though learning appears to have laid chiefly in 
Wales , where the Britains were driven at the 
coming of the Romans , or had retired with their 
books and muniments. — Nor does Alfred (land in 
need of his countrymen for his profefiors. — Grim- 
bald indeed the only ftranger, born in Flanders , the 
King in his return from Rome , through his fame 
and general good chara&er, was induced to vifit, 
was generoufly received and treated by him ; • be- 
fides, being an eloquent man, and a moft excellent 
interpreter of the feriptures, the King had good 
reafon to invite him to be one in his new inftitu- 
tion, — Upon which he came here anno 885, • 
or (884 according to the annals of Winton.) 

He alfo fent for J. Erigena , who had been his 
prseceptor.— He was an Englifhman born at Ergene y 
in the confines of WalesJ whence he was named. 

He had travelled to Athens , there applying himlelf 
much to the Greeks Chaldee , and Arabic languages *, 
at his return to England was a Monk of St. David's . 

< — At the quarrel between Grimbald , and the old 
dudents, he left Oxford and retired to Malmjbuiy 
abbey, where he opened a fchool, and there exer- 
cifing a tyranny over, was dabbed by, his own 
boys, with their pen-knives, circ. 889 . H 

The King likfcwife fent into Wales for Ajfer , 
born in Wales , a Student or Monk of St. David's , 
and after Bidiop of Sherborne . He flourifhed in 

886, had been Tutor to the Princes ; by fome is 

faid to have indilled into the King the defire to 

/ 

o Leland Coll. V. i 18. 

Cujus maturitasmorum, dignitas, eloouentiae, & doclrinae fubli- 
piiras, mire omnium permulcebat 3 fpe£his & animos. — Id . 

P Tanner’s Script. 

At Brazen-nofe College, over the refra£lory, are two very antient 
bafts $ the one of the glorious King Alfred the Founder, the other 
of this J. Erigena who fir ft read tenures here. 

q W. Malmibury, de Geft. Reg. Ang. 1 . a. c. 4. Bale, &c. 

C 4 redo 
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reflore the Univerfity. 9 He died 910/ was buried 
at Shelburne .* — Some confound this Ajjer with his 
Unkle AJfer , A.B. of St. David* 9, and who wrote 
Alpbredi res Gejlas , &c. 

AW, the Abbot, was another prime Per ion, * 
chofen by the King for a part in his important 
defignation. — The fon of King Atbelwulph , and 
uterine Brother, or nearly allied, to Alfred , — (JVocdy 
Speedy &c .)* — had read publickly. febolis Oxcnien * 
ftbusy in the halls or fchools of Oxford , lectures. — 
AJfer . w/. Alfr.fub . 814,- His death is un- 

certain, but after his fepulture at St. Guerrirs , at 
Ginefoury , in Cornwall \ he was fainted , and his 
memory gave names to the places of AW Jlow 9 

and St. AW, in Cornwall , St. AW’s Hunt. 

Twyne's Apol. l. 2./. 184 . — SpelmarCs life of Alfr. 

Of fuch, were his firft Regents or Profeli’ors, 
in his new appointment, men of the greateft learn- 
ing and charadter. In thefe offices they continued 
for th ee years or more, when a great conteft 
broke out between the fcholars or matters they 
found here, and themfelves, but chiefly Grimbald 
the foreigner. The former pleaded their antiquity 
and feniority againft the latter. They urged in 
their defence, they were then indeed fewer in num- 
ber than aforetime, owing to the cruelty of the 
Pagans , that learning had flouriffied there ordi- 
narily before Grimbald ? s coming, and proved by 
indubitable evidence, from their ancient annals, 
that orders and conflitutions had been there eftab- 
lifhed by pious and very learned men, fuch as 
GildaSy Melkiny NenniuSy Kcrtigerny and others, all 
of whom followed their ftudies there to a good 
old age •, that St. German coming to Oxford in 440, 

q Tanner ut prius. — But Neoty with Ethelredy A.B. of Can- 
terbury, Pleymund his SucceflTor, Werefrid , Bifhop of Worcejler, and 
Wertnulf, Bifhop of Leicejler , were the Chiefs in advifing the King 

to the Ercftion of thefe Halls. Spelman's life of Alfred.— -Woody 

f 14 ex Rous , 

r Chrcn. Sax. p. 102. » Godwyn. 

and 
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and refiding herejaalf a year, in his progrefs 

through England ‘ C© .preach down the Pelagian 

herely, did well approve qF -their rules and orders.* 

44 It is hard (lays the ingenious Dr. Fuller ) fo 
44 to compofe two fwarms of’bses in one hive, 
44 but that they will fall out anti-fight. The col- 
44 lege of logic, from the foundation, thereof, 
44 itudied divisions, as well as diftinflidijs.v there 
44 happening a deal of difference betwfe^n^-the 
44 Aborigines and the Advent, the old (Fock.pf, 
44 ftudcnts, and the new (lore brought in by Gfitn~. 
44 bald : The former, (landing on their fenioriry, 

41 expected more refpeft unto themfelves, deriv- 
44 ing their privileges from their learned anceftors, 
44 time out of mind, which the Grimbaldifts would 
44 not confent to .” 1 

The King, hearing of this controverfy, repairs 
to Oxford to put a period to it, who (hewing much 
moderation, and endeavouring to reconcile them 
by perfuafion, it fo moved Grimbald , who thought 
himfelf lure of the King’s favour, that he left 
Oxford and went to the monaftery at fVincbeJler 
(which the King had built, and where he had alfo 
ercdted a chapel, a and a houfe for his reception) 
and removed from the vault of Sr. Peter's church, 
in which he had built the tomb, wherein he had 
defigned to have laid his bones. 

The work cf the fchools being wholly finilhed, 
(lored with fcholars, and furnifhed with profeflors 
in all fciences and faculties, the King himfelf, 
wbrfe memory (Hyde’s Annals) Jhall be as fweet as 
honey in every mans mouth , attended with his No- 
bles in great folemnity, graced the ift leftures 


s They had not only Statutes for the Government of the Studies, 
but for Drefs proper for Degrees. — No Matter then was admitted to 
his Degree, unlels boored, (a Fafhion which in after Time obtained 
in the Do&orate of Theology) hooded and gowned, — The Hood 
black, but Gown grey, like after the Benedi&ines. ' W. f. jz , ex 
MSS in Bib. Cotton. ;§& 

t Ch. Hitt, of Brit. C 9. * u Lcland Coll. V. 1 . 18. 

* with 
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with his own prefence, nor cyef ceafed till he faw 
his work brought unto the full perfection. 

In founding of the' above, he aCled with great 
judgement with regard to the morals as well as 
the learning of -conftituents. They were en- 
joined every day, before their going to their flu- 
dies, to # iay prayers themfelves, or to be prefent at 
them-^W&ich cuftom, though in our Univerfities 
is yet was not formerly, and therefore we 

ijncFlt obferved by Edward Higgons as a note of 
: ^rfe-eminence.in this inftitutionof King Alfred .* 
And further, he ordained ftatutes for its better 
government, adorned and fecured it with privi- 
leges and immunities by his royal charter, con- 
firmed by a papal diploma obtained from Martyn 
II. circa 882. 

So Mr. Harding : 

anu in tbe pe?e vm bunoeieo lxxx anD 
ttoepne, _ 

9@a*tin TBiftop of Home g?aunteu to &mg 

aiureo, w ’ * 

Co fount* ano ma&e a ftu&p tfjcn agame ; 
9nu an Slnioeifitee for cierfee* in torefle, 
Cijc tofncb be maoe at Oxenford inueue* 

€0 t&at intent that clerfeesi bp fapience, 
againe J])eretici«i HjouUj make refinances 

In this papal confirmation of it, Oxford was 
then (tiled an antient Academy z or Univerfity. 

The Univerfity at the time of this requeft of 
the King, had been under an interdict on account 
of Pelagianifn , began by Pelagius , Monk of Ban- 
gor , who had propagated his herefy with great pre- 
valency, and to the general hurt of this fociety. 

See before in St . German , p> 1 6. 

w Spelman's Life of Alfred, n. 2. p. 146. 
x Geogr. lib. 6. ch. 8. y Chron. 110. 
z Ayloff. Hift. Univ. Oxon. p. 12. —Ex Leland. 
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It is to be obfcrved that Alfred's ere&ion of 
new fchools or halls was placed in St. Peter's 
pari 111 in the city (where was a church built by 
Grimbald for the occafion) very different from the 
Greke-ball aforementioned, and others in St. Giles's , 
which were extra Portam Borealem , vid. p. 3. n. e. 
The Univerfity was then feated north of the city 
gate, where it had continued from the beginning. 
— Here St. Giles's church was affigned tor their 
convocations and congregations, that had alfo fer- 
ved their predeceflbrs* from their firft entering on 
Chrifli unity , and had been an oratory or temple in 
• another form to the Britains, as St. Paul's in Lon- 
don was Diana's . Hift. City, St. Giles's Church. 

Mr. Windfor obferves, Oxonia vetus efi & nova , 
ficut in agro Oxonienji Woodftock novum , Sarlfburia 
novum , IVindcfore novum , &c. Oxonia autem vetus 
ilia , ubi multis ante Alurcdi inftaurationem retroattis 
amis , celebre fuit gimnafium : longo jam tempore anti - 
quata , citra Ifidem in feptentrionem porrefta . 

There was Old and New Oxford , b as Old and 
New Woodfiock , Old and New Sarum , &c. The 
old or primitive Oxford , was that celebrated one, 
long before Alfred's reftoration of the Univerfity, 
lying on the north of the river IJis, but long fince 
worn out of ufe.’* 

This accounts for the many miftakes crept into 
authors concerning it. 

Aluredus fcholas variarum artium apud Oxoniam 
primus infiituit. — Confilio Neoti Abbatis Scholas , &c. 
apud Oxoniam primus infiituit , and other like. 6 

Alfred firft eredted the new Univerfity, and in 
a new place, on frejh ftatutes, dsfr. but has not 


a A church long before St. Giles'*, dedicated to another St. Ice- 
land, V. 2. 1 4.1. — Id Twyne, Apol. p. 1 1 8.— Radborn Chron.— It 
was deftroyed in the bloody wars and revolutions that happened in the 
early days. 

b Mil. Winfor. Acad. Europ. p. 28. c Life of Alfred. 

the 
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the lead title or pretence to be called the Founder 
of the old or ancient Univerfity, in St. Giles's. 

The fchools being founded, were not at firft 
endowed with poffeflions •, for in thofe flu&uating 
and perilous times, this had availed them but 
little. But he was generous to afllgn the pro- 
feflors and fcholars annual ftipends for their con- 
ftant maintenance, even a full eighth part of 
his whole annual revenue. Nor was he content 
with bellowing his bounty in this manner whilft 
alive, but gave it in charge to his heirs and fuc- 
cefiors, that his academicks fliould be for ever 
maintained and fupported. 

King Alfred dying anno 900, was fucceeded 
by his fon King Ed. who had been a ftudent of 
this Univerfity ; and from his father’s example 
and inftruction, proved as great a friend to learn- 
ing and learned men.® 

Ethelword , another fon, was (tiled, Vir liter a- 
tijfmus £5? philo fophus in Academia Ox on/ He pre- 
ferved the Univerfity in a very flourifhing con- 
dition ; and fo it continued under King Athel - 

Jlan, % who well knew and remembered Alfred, and 

had like wife been educated at this Univerfity. 

Nor did the learning of the place fall off under 
the fucceeding Kings, Edmund, Edred, Edwy, Ed- 
gar the Peaceable, or Edward the Martyr, till the 
year 1000, 12th R. Ethelred, when great num- 
bers of Danes, like a colony, under the lethar- 
gick reign of this King, began to infeft the na- 
tion with their ravages; and in 1002 this city 
fuffered a conflagration, — rapine enfued, — that 
they left not a leaf of many a good book *, which 
is the reafon that few or no writers of thefe ages. 


* Lei and Itin. V. 4. 168. * Wood Hid. f. 1 6. 

1 Id. f. 4a. Rofsde Reg. Twyne Ap. 1 . 2. 

C Id. 


except 
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except Bede and Franc. Albinus are extant or in 

being; and at a time when the Saxons were learned 

beyond any other part of Europe. s 

The city foon after raifed, — the fcholars affem- 

bled, — but another like misfortune overtook it 

again, and redrove them from their quarters. — 

Oxonia iterum anno Bom. M ix°. per Banos 

h r 1000. 

mcenjar * 

Edmund Ironjide's adverfe reign was luckily com- 
muted for Canute th^ Great, anno 1017, 
who, on coming to the crown was an 
efpecial friend to the Mufes, founded diverfe 
fchools in the cities and towns of the kingdom. 


endowing them with fuitable falaries for the edu- 
cation of all his fubjefts; and in 1031, 
going to Rome, obtained of Pope John 1031.’ 
XXI. that the School . emphatically, as 
this Univerfity was often called, fhould be ex- 
empt from taxes and tribute 1 

He was fucceeded, anno 1039, by his 
fon Harold? called Barefoot? incenfed a^ainft 1039; 
this place for the death or mafiacre of fome 
of his noble friends, who therefore revenged it 
home upon them-,* for befides violating the con- 


S Wood. Hift. f. 44, ex Leland. h Leland. Ttin. V. 4. 168. 

1 Wood. f. 43. Rog Wendover in Vit. Aifr. — Ralph Diceni* 
Chron. Tub an. eod. and the Saxon Annals alledge this, among other - 
reafons then urged, that it was then full of fcholars, as well from 
neighbouring countries as from afar off. — And, it appears, the 
Royal friend and donor, or procuror of this Grant, lived here many 
Years j was here refident, when he endowed Abendon Abbey with the 
Advowfon of the Church of Abendon , and enriched it with many farms 
and rents in Oxford ? and when, as fays the regifter of Abendcn t in Bib . 
Cotton f. 108, &c. Wood,f. 43, He fummoned the Parliament to 
meet at Oxford , to confirm the laws of King Edgar , by l'ome, of. 
King Ed. I. for tranfiating of which laws from the Saxon language 
were many learned fcholars here ready for the purpofe. — Id. Wood. 

k Harold us Levipes Danus Anglise Rex infelhis turn civibus, turn 
ernditis Ifidis vadum incolentibus, quod Danos Nobiles fugientes ad 
Fani Fridifwedae pyramidem confilio Eadrici proditoris fceleftiflimi • 
occidiflent, armatum militem eo mifit, qui urbeni ft re nu p diriperet, 

& collegia bonis artibus dedicat a confringeret, fcholafticis hinc 
illinc metu fugientibus.— Leland. Com. in Cygn. V. 9. 81. 

fecrated ' 
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fecrated places of ftudy and worfhip, he robbed 
them of their revenues given by Alfred, by 
which the colleges were left naked ; many fared 
worfe, being levelled with the ground. He 
thought he did the Univerfity men a great fa- 
vour that he ftripped them of their eftates, and 

left their buildings flanding: In which 

ftate it continued during the (hert- lived reign, 
of Hardicanutef till Edward the Confef- 
for afcended the throne, anno 1041* and 1041. 
by a fpecial edidl eftablifhed, that all the 
revenues given by Alfred , and confifcated by Ha - 
void, be reftored to their antient owners. By his 
favour, arts and fciences revived, and Oxford 
began to (hine with its antient luftre. So Ingulpb , l 
who was one of the number here, and a celebrated 
writer, fays, 41 I was educated and fpent many 
“ years at the Univerfity of Oxford , with many 
<c foreigners alfoj” thence he went in 1050 to 
Crowland Abbey, which he inftrudted in the 
learning he had imbibed at Oxford. 

King Edward departing in 1066, was rr 
fucceeded by William the Conqueror. — Be- 10 
fides the houfes taken or defpoiled by him, were 
many hotels or halls for fcholars, whereof Robert 


k Lelandfays, “ thi9 King, befides depriving thefe fchools of their 
1‘evennes, totally deftroyed the two lefler of thefe halls, fparing only 
the Divinity or greater fchool ; endowed afterwards by William 
Archdeacon of Durham — Win . ^.4. 168. 

But a Stat. Book of Univ. Coll, fajs, the revenues left by 
Alfred were continually paid to the time of the Conqueror. — Wood's 
Hift. f. 44. 

1 Ingulph Hift. 

He was born 1030, bred at a fchool in Weftminfter, and after 
entered at Oxford where he chiefly applied himfelf to the reading of 
Arijiotle and Tully , was afterwards Secretary and principal favourite 
of the Conqueror, by whom he was made Abbot of Croyland, and 
died 1109 — He publifhed the hiftory of this monaflery, re-publifhed 
by Sir H. Savil in 1596. But the Oxford edition in 1684, is much 
more enlarged and correct .—Co/// er's DIB. 

Doyly 


1 


University of Oxford. 31 

Doyly had 42.™ — Robertus D'oili ht. in Oxon xlii 
domos. hcfp . tarn infra murum quam extra , et ex his 
xvi reddunt gildam & galbam . — Alia neutrum reddunt \ 
pr<e pauper tate non poffunt. 

About the fame time alfo the Conqueror de- 
prived the fcholars ,of fuch exhibitions as had 
been fettled on them by King Alfred , and iffuing 
from the Royal Exchequer, as refufed to preach 
in the Norman tongue to the extirpation of the 
Saxon . — Whence fome retired in private, others 
fled to the country, others lived very indifferently 
on the contributions of friends, till they were 
otherwife endowed, yet exercifes continued to be 

followed in fome fort.* He ratified the laws 

of Edward the Confeffor, made fo much in favour 
of the Univerfity, 0 though mean enough to deny, 
in a fpeech to his nobles, againfl his brother Odo y 
Bifhop of Baieux , his having any way detained or 
hindered the munificence of the Saxon Kings, 
efpecially Alfred , towards the churches and learn- 
ing. 0 

But finding this attempt impra&icable, and not 
-willing to carry things too far againfl an Univer- 
fity, in order to fecure the better the throne to him 
and his poflerity, he thought of milder terms, and 
a reconciliation, and fent his 3d and youngeft fon, 
Henry (afterwards King Henry I.) to ftudy here) 
which gave great reputation to the place, and it 
became foon filled with fcholars. 

That fcholars were here, in and before his time, 
appears from the antient ftatutes of the chapel or 


Domefday. 

• A College was where Rob. Doyly in 107J built his caftle . 

Jan'vers in Catholic in <voce Hofpitium Lin<wood conJUt. 1 . 5. 
n Wood, f. 45. 

Q Anom. in Frag. W. Conq. quod praefigit T* Walfmgham.— 
W. 46. — Id. MS9. in Univ. Coll. Bib. Vit. Alfred, 1. 3. p. i 9 6, 
n. 2, & Wood Hift, f. 46. 

college 
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college of St. George ; frequent mention being 
made of the Fellows and Tutors, and alfo of the 
Commoners and others therein refiding, in which 
ftatute there is this provifion made, “ That all 
the Clerks ( i. e.) the Scholars, fhould eat and drink 
in the prefence of fome one of the Canons 
which Canons were afterwards, in King Stephen s 
reign, tranflated to Ofney : the houfe itfelf after be- 
came an hotel for fecular (tudents, fubjed to the 
Jurifdidion of the Chancellor of the Univerfity. — 
Vid. St. George's Chap, in Hijl. City. 


FINIS. 
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p. i. AFTER 2855, ADD, — Pref. to Tanner fcript. 

/. 9 . after High Prieft, — He publilhed 

two Books v one of the Rites of Sacrifices, the 
other of Aftronomy. — Bale fcript &c. 
p. 2. /. 10. after Paterculus — InHift. Rom.l. 1. 

l 20. after ch. 8. — That the Greeks were 

in this land, antiquities , prior to the Romans or 
Saxons , St. Jerom teftifies in Quefi. five Trad. Hebr. 
in Genejin. citing very antient authorities to prove 
it, — “ Legamus Varronis de antiquitatib. libros, & 
Sicinii Capitonis, & Gracum Phlegqnta, caterofqut 
eruditiffimos viros , & videbimus pene omnes infulas , 
&? totius orbis littora, terrafque mari vicinas Gr<ecis 
accolis occupatas •, qui ut fupra diximus , ab Amano & 
. Tauro montibus, omnia maritima loca ufque ad oceanum 
poffidere' Britannicam.” And not only were they 
inhabitants here, but famed for arts and fciences. — 

Wood, f. 2. Orpheus alfo had employed his pen 

in honour of the Britannic ifles. So Onomacritus, 
Ariftotle, Pytbeus , Diccearchus, Eratojlbenes , Strabo , 
Polybius, and others ; but not to hold a light to 
the fun, as is faid.— See them. 

Of the fame opinion, concerning the Greeks , is 
Camden's Brit. f. 31. in name of Britain. 

p. 13. 1 . 6 . after left it off. — The manner 
of taking Degrees, and exercifes requifite hereto, 
appear not till the time of H. II. — But Batchelor> 
the term Batchelor is more antient, ac- 
cording to Fr. Junius in Acad . Baccalaureus , a 
Baccha , & Laurus ; from the laurel facred to 
Apollo (a Deity of the Creeks ) and to the Mufes. 
As many as were promoted to this De- 
gree, had their heads crowned with its leaves 
e D and 
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and berries, like the poets, which cuftom or falhion 
continued till H. VIII * ? 

Mailer The worc ^ Majier is varioufly wrefted; 

the moft natural and ready interpretation 
of it is, the pirfcp of Hefy chius , JuL Scaliger, Sea • 
pula, &c. anfwering to confiliarius , peritus . So 
TtL'o Z tv( H. 0. rip»«/L40f fxvsrvp cC7a.ha.nr& > H. x. - jful. 

Scaliger , *Hefycbius , and others, ufe alfo for 

•Mailer, Latin Magificr, a **«"/£»«? b & lrft ,p. c fignify- 
ing a Praefeft or Ruler over a Society, 11 
ivircoTu — Sophocles in Ajace . — ; — The latter imports 
a Mailer properly of the learning and morals of 

the juniors *, Scapula. The denoted in 

general, much the fame as <ro<po< 9 the antient and 
general name of our Academic Mailers, more Atbe- 
tiienfium, 44 after the Athenian manner,” as. Mr. 
IVcod fays, 6 and their pupils and fcholars were 
hence ftiled Sophijl* , Sophifts (whence the name 
of Sophs, in ufe now among us) and their fcience 
Sophiltry : becaufe they profeffed to be lovers of 
wifdom, they got to themfelves the name of 
$»xo<ropo», Philofophers.* 

Two years antiently was the complement or 
time for the fulfilling the Sophifts degree, of 
which are evident remains at this day. 

The name of Doftor claims its defeent 
from the Greek So*.™, in exijlimatione ejje, , 
44 to be in efteem, ,,g w&xamc — Euripid. in Hecuba . 
Toi$ a<5o£ostf:ri. — Gal. ch . 2 . Whence y^ara. Deer el a 
placita DoRorum . With thefe, as (hould feem, 


Do£lor. 


k a Wood. f. 21. 

b This the Britains greatly famed for — Artcm Magicam Britannt 
attonite celebrant tantifque ceremomts , ut dedijfe Perjis <videri pojfit.—* 
Pliny in Nat. Hid. 1 . 30, c. 1. 

« Ainfworth Di£l in Verb.- 

d The Mailers of Arts originally were preferred to Do6lors in 
Theology, till the Ilatute was made, obliging a regency in arts to 
be neceflary for Thcologifts. — Wood.f.r 1. 

5 Wood. f. 21. f Id. * Scapulo Lexic. 

was 
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was lodged the prime or chief care and govern- 
ment of the Univerfity. 

p. 1 6. /. 12. after Vortigern — ftudied here, AJfer 
Menev . — TwyneAp. 1 . 2 .Jeff. 83, 99. L 17. after 

44 - 8 * . .. - ' . • ' g ■ 

In his time the Univerfity was governed by 
wholefome laws and (lattices, and enjoyed a very 
profperous condition. — Wood, f. .12. 

Confiantius fays of St. German , and his fellows, 
u erat in illis Apoftolorum infiar author it as per con - 
fcientiam , Doftrina per literas , virtutes ex meritis , 
accedebat prat ere a t antis authcribus ajfertio veritatis ; 
itaque regionis dllius Univerfitas , in. eorum JeHtentiam 

' prompta tranfierat ." In Vit. St. Germani, & 

Twyne Ap. 1 . 2. fe£l. 83. 

j>. 16. /. 30. after true. — Wood, f 165* SfYigm? 
prefers Merlin Caledonius$ born in the confines of 
Scotland , who flourifhed temp. R. Arthur , 570, 
for this prophecy* Ap. 1 . 2.~with this difference, 
for tempore venturo , he ufts celebra- 

bitur.— J -In this he has been followed by Leland’s 
Comment, p. 48,— Harding’s Chron.— Bp. Wilkins 
affirms the Merlins were both one or the fame.— 
Hijt. Lib. /. 31. , 

p. 17. /. 5. after Troy \ — -He is thought to have 
been of Oxford , as being very intimate or con- 
defied in clofe friendlhip with the Merlins . — 
Tanner in fcript. The latter his fcholars. — Id. 

P • 1 7 \ 28; after things. — He lived in Lola 

(Leal) in Gallia , procured many books of the 
Britains , that had been carried away. — Vid. p. 15. 
Among the reft, that which Walter Mape , Arch- 
deacon of Oxford, brought to England , temp. R. I. 
which falling into Geoffry of Monmouth's hand, he 
tranflated it. W odd. f 6 . — This ferves to correfi 
that trite and vulgar error, that Geoffry was au- 
thor or forger of the Hifiory that made fo much 
for King Brute and the Britains . 

p. 1 8. 
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ADDITIONS. 


p. 18. after parilh. — But that he built here 
fome halls Bale is witnefs. c, 13. nu. g 1. 

p. 20. /. 16. after books. — In his time K. Offa 
anno 759.' (Vid. Hijl . City> p . 189.) as Fabian 
.reports, repaired the halls, exprefled by the name 
of Scholas quafdem konarum artiuni Oxonta , and re- 
fitted them for the ufe of the fcholars. Hoveden 
thinks this was in 775, after the battle of the 
Mercians with the Kentijh men at Oxford . — Twyne. 
Ap. /. 2. feft. 86, 161* - * 

p . 22: /. 32. after inftru&ion. — Brompton 
Chron. in Alfred . Flor. Vig . &*£. <2#. 871. iW. 
Higden Cejlr. L 2. ch. 1. &c. it is fur- 

ther faid by thefe, that a fcholar could not be found 
in all the PV. Saxon kingdom fit tb teach Alfred 
his accidence, and that he was twelve years old 
when he began his alphabet.— Woody f 13.- - 
p. 24. /. 16. after ' life of Alf — Of his hall, 
here built and called after his name, Vid . Hijl. Ciiy\ 
p . 78, 89. ’• * * ' 

/. 23. after foreigner,— who had intro- 
duced foreign laws and ftatutes. 




E * R. A T A. 

\ 

p. I. n. b Chronica . 

—4. ». 1 Boreae. 

—6. ». n quorum . 

—7. #. after Dobuni, * MSS. &c. 

—8. /. 6. for is, — n. x ; after thing from, add them. 

.—10. /. 27. for before Chrijl, — 560 years after Chrift. 

—11. /. 10. for were iww— dele a Grads •/. 24# 

— 15. /. 24. 4# 

— 16. /. *4. for 429, 440.— n. 1 dele Bale, add Wood, f. 13. 
— 18. /. 10. for 580—560. 

— 20. after Glaftenbury, 735. set. 59.^ Vet. Lib.de Vit. 
Bede.— by Bale in 734. set. 72. by Tanner — in 762. 

7 Cal. Jun. on Afc. Day, set. 90. — /. 30. 886. 32. was 
now. 

—22. /. 12. with \ . Erigen, See.— I 25. Dele Alfred to" 

again.- /. 25. after reliques, • others. 

—24. /. 2. Shirborne. 

—25. /. 3. after orders, AJfer Men, Spelman, & c. — /. 26. 
dele in — after built , — n. * after booted, — 1 
Their boots coming over the calf of the leg, not 
unlike the Cothurnus, and hooded and gowned (their hoods 
and gowns black.) — Wood, f 12. ex MSS. in Bib. Cott. 
—30. n. k revenues. In additions,— n. z Scapula. — 17. 5. for 
the Merlins, See. the latter Merlin his fcholar, Tanner, 

' Bale • 

/ . 
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